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LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will now 
return to legislative session. 

f 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, OCTOBER 
12, 1998 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate 
completes its business today, it stand 
in recess until 2 p.m. on Monday, Octo-
ber 12. I further ask unanimous consent 
that the time for the two leaders be re-
served. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I further 
ask unanimous consent that there then 
be a period for the transaction of morn-
ing business until 3 p.m.—that will be 
on Monday—with Senators permitted 
to speak for up to 5 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, we will 
come in at 2 p.m., unless there is some 
need to change it on Monday. We will 
be in a period for morning business 
until 3 p.m., and the Senate will then 
proceed to any legislative or Executive 
Calendar items that may be cleared for 
action, and particularly when we do 
get to the final day, it is my hope and 
my expectation that some conference 
reports or some bills that may be avail-
able can be cleared for action. I know 
there is a possibility of that being 
available, and also nominations still 
continue to be a possibility, although 
all of that depends on how the negotia-
tions go. We can’t be tied up trying to 
work through nominations and con-
ference reports while also being in-
volved in negotiations on the omnibus 
bill. Senators will be advised of the 
voting situation as long as possible, 
hopefully 24 hours in advance of any re-
corded vote. 

f 

EDUCATION 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, let me just 
say briefly, Mr. President, on the edu-
cation issue, it is very difficult to deal 
with these negotiations fairly and hon-
estly and productively when you have 
the President and the Democratic lead-
ership coming out and bashing nego-
tiators on issues like education. It also 
makes it difficult, when you have that 
happen, to be able to work with people 
with whom you disagree philosophi-
cally, although you try to work in good 
faith, but also it begins to diminish re-
spect and trust. 

That is one of the biggest problems 
we have right now. It is so difficult to 
maintain a sufficient level of trust to 
be able to get your work done. I think 
most people who know me—Senators 
on both sides of the aisle—know that is 
very important to me. I strive to be 
trustworthy myself and to keep my 

word, and I find it very hard to work 
with people who I don’t have that same 
feeling about. 

When it comes to education, I will 
stand aside to nobody, especially a 
bunch of people who went to private 
schools and then holler and scream 
about what ought to happen in public 
schools. I went to public schools from 
the first grade right through college. I 
went to Duck Hill Elementary and Gre-
nada Elementary and Pascagoula Jun-
ior High School. My wife went to pub-
lic schools. My children went to public 
schools. 

I believe and care about education 
and public schools. I worked for the 
University of Mississippi. My mother 
was a former schoolteacher. She taught 
school for 19 years. 

For the President to get up down 
there and demagog this issue about 
how he is not getting his principles in 
education is very hard for me to ac-
cept, Mr. President. What he wants is a 
Federal education program. He wants 
it dictated from Washington. He wants 
it run by Washington bureaucrats, and 
he wants it his way. 

I don’t have faith in Washington bu-
reaucrats. When the money comes to 
Washington and it trickles down 
through the Atlanta bureaucracy and 
trickles down to the Jackson bureauc-
racy, by the time it gets to the teach-
ers and the kids, half of it is gone. And 
they are told, you must spend it this 
way or that way, when it may not be 
the way it is needed. 

I have faith in local school adminis-
trators, local teachers, parents, and, 
yes, the children, to make the deci-
sions about what is needed for reading, 
what is needed in remedial math, what 
is needed to fight the drug problem. 
And so that is the basic difference for 
the American people. I ask you, who do 
you trust on education? The local offi-
cials, the local school officials, the par-
ents, or Washington bureaucrats? That 
is the choice. 

President Clinton and his bureau-
crats, the liberals in Washington, they 
want to run education and manipulate 
education from Washington, DC. The 
Republicans say we should return the 
money to the local level. If the schools 
want to use it for reading, fine. If they 
want to use it for extra teachers, great. 
If they want to use it for more school 
construction, that is their choice. If 
they want to use it for a drug-free 
school program, great; do that. 

That is the difference. Who do you 
trust? Local officials or national offi-
cials? Who do you trust on education? 
The son of a schoolteacher and people 
who went to public education, or pam-
pered people who went to private 
schools and then stand on their mounts 
and look down their noses and tell us 
what ought to happen in public edu-
cation? 

I have about had it on this issue, and 
I am sending a warning to the Presi-
dent of the United States: I am not 
going to tolerate a whole lot more 
demagoguery on this subject. 

Mr. THURMOND addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from South Carolina. 
Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, I 

want to commend the able majority 
leader for his remarks on just what he 
said. Are the local people going to con-
trol education or the people in Wash-
ington going to control it? I am in 
thorough, thorough agreement with 
the able majority leader in what he has 
had to say. 

f 

ORDER FOR RECESS 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask the Senate stand in re-
cess under the previous order. 

I withhold that for one second. 
Mr. CHAFEE addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Rhode Island. 
(The remarks of Mr. CHAFEE per-

taining to the introduction of S. 2617 
are located in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask the Senate stand in re-
cess under the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on the motion. 

All those in favor—— 
Mr. DORGAN. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. This is 

not a unanimous consent. 
The question is on the motion. 
Mr. DORGAN. I suggest the absence 

of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I rise to 
speak in morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the 
Senator from Tennessee would suspend, 
there is a motion to recess pending. 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent to withdraw the motion 
to recess. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Tennessee. 
f 

REGARDING THE 
MEDICARE+CHOICE PROGRAM 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, the 
Medicare+Choice program was created 
as part of the Balanced Budget Act of 
1997 to provide Medicare beneficiaries 
with high quality, cost effective op-
tions, in addition to the continuing op-
tion of traditional fee-for-service Medi-
care. When fully implemented, 
Medicare+Choice will provide seniors 
with one stop shopping for health care; 
including hospital and physician cov-
erage, prescription drugs, and even pre-
ventive benefits, at a savings. 
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